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That ve—may be able to comprehend with all ſaints * 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and heighth 3 


and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 
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Mr BRETRHREN, | 
\ HE apoſtle Paul is ſo profound a {cholar; 
that T cannot pretend to follow him; every 
time 1 read him, he ſets me as it were a taſk impoſ- 
fible. Ttherefore am obliged to make up a ſermon 
of bits and ſcraps. In the beginning of this chapter 


the apoſtle” treats largely of the diſpenſation of the. 
grace of God' towards him, ver. 2 and 3. a2dly. He 


ſpeaks alſo of a myſtery hidden in God from the 
world, which was, that the Gentiles ſhould be fel- 
low-heirs with the Jews of the promiſe of life, ver. 6. 
zZdly. That he was made a miniſter of this grace to 
the Gentiles,” yer. 7. 4thly. He expreſſes with all 


humility his unworthineſs of this grace; and yet to 


him was this grace given, that he ſhould preach 


among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chrift, 


A 2 s ver. 8. 
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ver. 8. Athly. He informs us, that the church of 
God, when ſhe is glorified, ſhall make known to the 
principalities and powers who reſide in heavenly _ 
places, the manifold wiſdom of God, ver. 10. And 
the whole of this ſprung from the eternal purpoſe of 
God, tohich he purpoſed in Chriſt Feſus, ver. 11. in 
whom, that is, in Chriſt, we have a holy boldneſs, 
and free acceſs to God; and that with confidence of 
being accepted by the faith of him, in whom all 
the promiſes of God are yea and amen, to the glory 
of God the Father, ver. 12. The apoſtle deſires, that 
the Epheſians might not faint at the tribulation 
which he indured; ſignifying that God did not ſet 
the ſufferings of his ſervants before them, with a vier 
to diſcourage them, but to embolden them, and 
ſtrengthen their faith; therefore they ought rather 
to glory in, than be diſmayed at them, ver. 13. The 
apoſtle begins praying in the middle of this Epiſtle, 
and addreſſes the Father of Chriſt, of whom all the 
elect angels, and all the elect of the human race, 
called the family of heaven and earth, are named, 
ver. 15. The bleſſing that the apoſtle craves of 
God is, that the Epheſians might be Arengtbened by 
his Spirit's might in the inner man. By the inner man, 
he means the grace and Spirit of God, which has 
regenerated, purified, and renewed. the powers of 
| their ſouls. Grace, or the divine nature, is called 
| the new, or the inner man, as corruption and pollution 


are called the old man. It is as though the apoſtle 
EL | 8 5 A 
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or ETERNAL LOVE 5 
had ſaid, the grace and Spirit of God which hath 
humbled and inclined your wills to chuſe Chriſt, in 
ſubordination to the will of God, has alfo appointed 
Chriſt to be your everlaſting portion. And as the 
apoſtle took it for granted, that humbling grace had 
ſubdued their wills, and purifying grace had renewed 
them in the ſpirit of their minds; ſo likewiſe he 
judged that the love of God had influenced their af- 
fections, and kindled an intenſe defire after the en- 
joyment of Chriſt Jeſus. The apoſtle wiſhes and 
prays, that the ſovereign and all-conquering grace of 
God _ reign and rule 1 in their hearts and conſci 
ences. 

of 3 he deſires the ever- bleſſed Reden to 
reign and rule anmolgſted, and without a rival, in their 
affections, as if they were ſeated with him on his 
throne. The apoſtle well knew, that erroneous men 
- would be buſy in befieging their underſtandings, and 
that carnal objects would be labouring to engroſs 
their affections; vanity to entertain their minds; 
| pleaſures to attract their deſires; and legaliiy to en- 
tangle and govern their conſciences. I herefore he 
wiſhes their inner man to be firengthened with ſpiritual 
might ; hinting thereby, that all our reſolutions, ef- 
forts, and watchfulneſs, would not be ſufficient bul- 
warks againſt the attempts and attacks of Satan, un- 
leſs they were ſtrengthened 5 the W might of 
G N 
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The apoſtle well knew by. his own experience, 
| that Satan would lay ſtrong fiege to ſuch ſouls ; and 
he knew it for a truth, that if one fin found accept= 
ance and entertainment in the ſoul, that that ſin, 
3 when it had engroſſed the affections, would let in 
many more, and conſequently leave a gap, or breach, 
. for a whole troop of ſpecious fins to follow, 
| When any ſin has gained the aſcendancy, it will in- 
fluence the ſaint's converſation, and prove a ſtumbling 
block to thoſe who are weak in faith ; for the life and 
walk of a ſaint would appear froward, and the tongue 
perverſe, as ſaith the wiſe man, 4 roholeſome tongue is 
a tree of life ; but perverſeneſs therein is 4 breach in the 
ſpirit, Prov. xv. 4. When fin is indulged by us, | 
the Spirit of God ſuſpends i in a meaſure his fortifying 
influence, that the backſlider i in heart may be filled with 
His wn ways, Prov. xiv. 14. 
When this is the caſe, the hedge (to our feelings) 
is broken down, and we ly expoſed to every tempta- 
tion; as ſays the Pſalmiſt, Why haft thou broken dotun 
her hedges, ſo that all they that paſs by the way do Pluck 
her ? Pal. IxxX. 12. When we are thus entangled, 
we try to reſiſt, but are fill rebuffed or beaten back; 
this cauſes rebellion and murmuring to take poſſeſſion | 
of our hearts; and it is thus that the fool i/lneſs of a 
man perverteth his way, and tus heart fret tetb againſt. the 
Lord, Prov. xix. 3. | 
[ | We now expect Chriſt to 5 ſtep in to heal the 
| breach, bind * the wound, and put all our falſe 
gods 


OF ETERNAL LOVER 3, | 
2 to flight ; and for this we pray, but he ſays, Noz | ö 
Where are thy gods: ?. And he adds, that the backſlider | 
in heart ſhall be filled with his own ways. When in our 
backſliding we find this to be the caſe, we begin to { 
cavil and contend with the Saviour, and to aſk, | | 
«© Why he has withdrawn his former loving-kindneſs 1 
from us ? 5 And he being the injured rival, he diſ- = 
putes the point with us, and we impiouſly maintain i 
a contention with him, rather than bear the maignation , x 
of the Lord, againſt whom we have fmned, Mic. vii. 9. i 
Thus 6 n having g ſeparated between Chriſt and the fouls 
Ifa. lix. 2. a contention with him ſeems to faſten the 
bar; as it is written, A brother offended is harder to be 
Won than a firong city : and their contentions are like the 
bars of a caftle, Prov. xviii. 12. If a contention with 
Chriſt is as the bars of a caſtle, how much more © 
when rebellion ſtrengthens them? — 
The apoſtle knowing that this would vnavoidably 
be the caſe, where ſin is indulged, earneſtly prays i 
that God would fortify each power of their renewed , |; 
ſouls with ſpiritual might, againſt all the invaſions of | 
the devil, ver. 16. For he well knew, that if their : 
ſouls were firengthened | with divine might, the dear. | 
Redeemer would keep his reſidence. in their hearts, 9 
without any rival being let in by their affections to } 
him, which he hints at in the 17th verſe, by pray- "0 q 
ing, that Chriſt might dwell in their hearts by faith. 
The apoſtle defires that Chriſt as their king might 
have his laws loved, obeyed, and meditated' on in 
A + | their 
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their minds; and as king of. righteouſneſs, that his 
| bleſſed ſceptre might be ſwayed in the dominions of 
„ their affections and conſciences; and as he was their 
j - atoning Saviour, that peace and pardon might be ſen- 
l fibly enjoyed in their ſouls; and that the altogether- 
j lovely Saviour might be enthroned, exalted, and ad- 
| mired in the throne of their affections ; that Chriſt, 
| ſaid he, may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye may 
Be rooted and grounded in love, ver. 17. 
The apoſtle well knew, that Chriſt as king of righte- 
cuſneſi, and king of peace, did not reign in the world; 
as it is written, I came not to ſend peace upon earth, but 
a ſword, and a fire: and what will I, if it be already 
kindled ? The whole world is not under the blefled 
ſway of the ſceptre of grace; Chriſt reigns on Mount 
Zion; but all men are not come io Mount Zion, and the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, The ele, and them only, 
conſtitute the goſpel Mount Zion; as it is written, 
The Lord hath choſen Zion, he hath deſired it for his ha- 
bitation. And from hence it is, that he diſplays his 
admirable beauty and omnipotent power; as ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath 
ſhined. But there are ſome who plainly affirm, 
if and ſtill adhere to this, that they will not have this 
13 man to reign over them, And if the Lord holds his 
i peace at them when they make theſe. vows, it is a 
dreadful ſign that they are not elected; and conſe- 
| quently all their vows are eſtabliſhed, that hey have 
bound their ak with, and all their vows ſhall Hand; | 
| none 


or ETERNAL LOVE. g 
none can make their vows void, but a father and a 
huſband ; and Chriſt is that father and that huſband, 
who can make them void, 7 as for the Lord to forgive 

them, Numb. xxx. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

But to proceed: The kingdom of Chriſt is not of 
this world, therefore it is not to be taken or defended 
by carnal weapons. It is true that Chriſt is the king 
ef kings, and lord of lords; and by him #ings reign, and 
Princes decree juſtice. But this is under his uncontrol- 
able power as the univerſal monarch of nations. 

But his ſpiritual kingdom is not of this world; the 
throne of grace is in heaven ; his laws are from heaven, 
and written in the minds of all his ſubjects; his 
ſceptre 1 is ſwayed over every juſtified ſoul that believes 
in his name for juſtification, and takes him for his 
everlaſting righteouſneſs and ſtrength ; his kingdom 
is ſet up in the ſouls of believers; as it is written, 
The kingdom of God is within you. This kingdom is 
altogether ſpiritual ; for, the kingdom is not in word, 
but in porter; it is righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, Thus, my friends, the Saviour's laws 
are written within us, and he muſt have the pre-emi- 
nence in our affections, and ſway his peaceable 
ſceptre in our conſciences, which I truſt is our ſoul's 
delight. But if we ſpeak of this, it appears a bane 
to the world, they cannot endure his binding latvs; 
therefore they ſay, Break his bands aſunder, and caft 


away his cords from us. But why? What are his 


cords and bands, that are fo offenſive to thoſe who are 
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0 violent? Why: one of the bonds is the binding 
cord of everlaſting I ve, which the carnal mind, for- 


tified with infernal enmity, cannot brook ; as it is | 


written, The carnal mind is enmity againft God; it is not 
Subject to the laws of God, nor indeed can be. The other - 
bond is the bond of goſpel peace; as it is written, 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. But the 
ſinner had rather have peace with his ſins, and con- 
tinue to maintain war with God, thap caſt down his 


rebel arms, and end an embaſſa; age, and d efire conditions? 


of peace. The other cord or girdle is truth, intended 
to gird up the loins of the mind, in order to male 
the ſinner watch, and be ſober. 
However, the ungodly ſay, Let us break theſe vonds_ 
aſunder, and caft away their cords "from us us, Well, i 
this muſt be the caſe, he that dwells in heaven mall 
laugh at ſuch : Tien ſhall he ſpeak to them in his wrath, ' 
and ve them in bis ſore d. pleaſure. Vet have I ſet 
my king upon my holy hill. On.” 
And now we will proceed to conſider the words of 
my text; That ye—may be able to comprehend with all 
ſaints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
heighth ; and 1 know the love of Chriſt, obich paſeth | 
kainwledge. In the words of iny text there ſeems to 
be ſomething like a contradiction. In the firſt clauſe 
he wiſhes us to comprehend ; and in the laſt clauſe he 
ſays, it paſſeth Enoꝛoledge. But does the apoſtle con- 
tradict himſelf here? By no means. The apoſtle 


would wiſh. that the INS ſhould comprehend | 


os kt * 45 4 * * with * 


or ETERNAL LOVE. 11 


with all ſaints, &c. He means, he would wiſh that ; 
the Epheſians, who were children in the faith, ſhopld- 


arrive to as high a pitch. of knowledge, experience, 
and enjoyment. of God's eternal love, as any other 


ſaints whatſoever. That ye may comprehend with: 


all ſaints; that you may ſee eye to eye with the 
beſt of them. And yet he infinuates to them, that 


when they have arrived to the higheſt pitch of know- 
ledge, they would then know but in part; for the 
whole of Chriſt's love paſſeth knowledge. His plain 


meaning ſeems to be this; I would wiſh you to 


know, to your ſoul's eſtabliſhment, as much of 


Chriſt's love as can be known: but I muſt tell you, 


that he greateſt part is to be known only in the bright 


regions of eternal day; as it is written, For 2we fn 


in part, and propheſy in part; but when that which is 


perfect is come, then that which is in part ſhall be done 


away, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. The apoſtle's meaning then, . 


amounts to this; he would with that the Ephe- 
fians ſhould know, or comprehend, as much as other 


ſaints ever did; and yet would intimate, that their 
knowledge and enjoyment was nothing, when com- 
pared to that knowledge and enjoyment which the 


ſaints will have i in the world to come. 
Having thus briefly opened my. text, I na 1 


leave to invert the order of it a little. The words 
are, I hat ye may be able to comprehend with all e „ 


what is the breadth, and length, aud depth, and beiglin; 


and 10 know. the love of Chr * which rel ballet. 
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If T have obtained your leave to invert the order, hs 
will now deliver my thoughts on the ſubject in the 
0 following manner. Firſt, I will treat of the love of 
1 God. 2dly. Of the length of this divine love. 3dly. 
bo Offer my opinion on the breadth of it. 4thly. On the 
depth of this love. 5thly. On the heighth, And 
L laftly, Conclude the whole with 2 word of appli- 
cation. 

Where ſhall I begin in delivering my opinion on 
this ſubjet? I muſt begin with God ; for God is 
love, 1 John iv. 8. This is clearly revealed in that 
ſcripture of truth that the nature of God is love. 
But is this divine affection fixed on all the human 
race, ſo as to fave them in Chriſt with an everlaſting 
ſalvation ? That cannot be proved; for God ſays, 
that multitudes are in hell already; as you read in 
the 31ſt and 32d chapters of Ezekiel. God loves the 

firanger in giving him food and raiment, Deut. x. 18, 
But the elect are not ftrangers—I know my ſheep, 
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[| ſays Chriſt, and J lay down my life for them, and 
1 they ſhall never periſh, It was ſelf- moving love in 
1 God to chuſe his own elect, and is the firſt cauſe of 
1 all our happineſs. His own will was his counſellor; 
1 as it is written, He worketh all things after the counſel 
ji of his own will, That bis wiſdom drew up the plan 
ll; of our ſalvation is plain from the word of truth, — 
il Wiſdom hath hewn out her ſeven pillars ; and by his 
il omnipotent power he performs what ſelf. moving 


love ſecretly purpoſed in God himſelf. 
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or ETERNAL LOVE un 
This love of God to his elect cannot be traced 
by us from its firſt riſe, We can only go by the 
light of ſcripture, and affirm what God's witneſſes 
have done before, viz, That God loved his ele& 
with an everlaſting love; but the idea of etertity - 
will drown every thought that a mortal is capable of 
in launching forth into that unfathomable abyſs. We 
may trace his word and works, and conclude as Job 
did, Lo! theſe are ſome f his ache; but how Baal > 
him is underſtood 1” 

In thefe profound . of laing love we 
can find no bottom; like the dove, we muſt. ſettle 
on the ark of the covenant, ns then we — by 
able to look about us. 8 
PFirſt then, God's love to his ee is e 
we cannot expreſs it, but can only furniſh\imperfe& 
hints of its parts, as the ſcriptures do. For inſtance, 
| God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis only begotten Son, 
&c. John iii. 16. And again, Behold what manner of 
love the Father hath beſtorwed upon us, that wwe ſhould: be 
called the ſons of God. — And, ii doth not * appear what 
dave ſhall. be, 1 John iii. 1, bo, 

The love of God to his elect is not only unutter- 
able, but it is likewiſe, inconcei veable; and therefore, 
called in the laſt clauſe of my text, a love that paſeth 


_ knowledge. It is a love that has been enjoyed by 


: thouſands, but cannot be fully deſcribed by any. 
This unutterable and inconceiveable love is intirely 

ſovereign. It laid intirely in the abſolute'and uncon- 
| troulable 


infirmities, are meritorious in the fight of God. 


* * 9 - 


* 


e 1AM 


froulable i i "ry : mind 4 | ao whether he would 
create creatures out of the earth, or not; and whe- 
ther he would raiſe them to heaven (out of ſin, when 
fallen) as the objects of his eternal love, or not. 

O It is ſovereign; beeauſe fallen angels are excluded. 
And many of the human race are alſo excluded; as 


it is written, Mas not Eſau FacoV's "broth I T 
bed Facob, and Thated Eſau. But when did this love 


and hatred take place ?—after Eſau had ſold his birth- 


right | No, ſays God; For the children being not yet 


born, -niither having done: any good or evil, nut tie pur. 
Poſe of Cod according” ro election might fund, not of works, 
but of him that calleth, it was ſaid unto her, That the elder 
Null. ſerve the younger. As it is written, ! ae 1 | 
loved, but Bjau have I 120 Rom. xi. 12, 13. 

God's elect are ſaid to be ld with an ling 
bee. And there is a people that are to be called the 
border of wickedneſs; and the People againſt whom "the 
Lord hab inuignation for ever, Mal. i. 4. As this 


love of God is fovereipn, ſo it appears to be intirely 
free in its fountain; as it is written, But God commemd- 


ed his love towards us, in that whi le Toe were yet Auners 
Griſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. If God commended 


his love towards us While . were yet ſinners, and 


reconciled"us't& himſelf when we were enemies and 


1 without ſtrength, his love muſt be free and anmerited; 


unteſs' we can ſuppoſe- that fin, emm y, and finful 


As 
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| As this love of God appears, free in its fauntain, ſo 
it appears to be free in its adwiniſtration. It cannot 
8 be purchaſed by human merit (falſely fo. called). If a 
man would give all the ſubſtance of his houſe. for love, (it 
- would be ntterly, condemned, Song viii. 7. Simeon Ma- 
| gus bid high for the Spirit of love; but the bidder and 
the e were both to periſh together, for 3 | 
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we en * Simon Mogin who wanted to hn | 
and the Pope of Rome, who offers to ſel} the gifts of 
God, are both in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the: bonds 
of iniquity. If that man is condemned who offers to 
buy the gifts of God, and if all the ſubſtance that a 
man offers for this love is to be utterly contemned, 
this love muſt be free; free in its PO 8255 er 
alſo in its admin ifratians. ie 
This will appear ſtill plainer, if we . the 
many zvork-mongers that haye laboured in. vain to obs 
tain it. Some have ſtrived for it, but none.are crowned, i 
except they ſtrive lau fully, 2 Tim. ii. 5. But none can 
ſtriue lawfully till that lobe that fulfils the law be in 
their hearts. Some have run for it; but the race is 
not to the feift, Eccl. ix. 11. No, ſays the Saviour, | 
the firſt are laſt, Matt. xix. 30. Others have fought =, 
in heavy perſecutions for it; but the battle is not to | 
the ſtrong, Eccl. ix. 11. The victory of faith is no 
where promiſed to the ſtrength of free. will, or the 
power of the human arm: no, let the weak ſay I am 
ſtrong, Joel i ili. 10. Herod did many things, but never 
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got the Sifes of God for his labour. The Phariſces 
. faſted often, they made many prayers, and long ones 
too, and honoured God with their lips, and yet were 
rewarded with the greater damnation for their pains, 


Matt. xxiii. 14. The young man in the goſpel told 


the Saviour, that he had kept the law from his youth 
up, and was ſent away with the ſorrow of the world 
(that worketh: death) in his heart. Efau wept for it; 
but got it not, though he ſought it carefully with 
tears. Thus it appears then not to be of him that 
Willeth, nor of him that runnetb, nor of him that bt. 


eth, nor of him that werketh, nor of him that ſtrivetb, 


nor of him that weepeth, nor of him that buys, nor of 


bim that ſells, but of God that ſheweth mer y. I will 


Beal their backflidings, I will love them freely, Hoſea xiv. 


4. This, will appear: {till plainer, if we conſider 


what thoſe who obtained, had to recommend them. 


Let us ſee what God's elect have done to merit 


this love of God. Pray, what merit was there in 
Mary Magdalen? How had ſhe improved her ſup- 


poſed talent, will, porber, or light within, - or a ſtock in 


hand, or whatever other name you are pleaſed to 


| call-this-phantom by ? The ſcriptures ſay the was 
poſſeſſed with ſeven devils ; but her being a habita- 


tion for devils could not recommend her to the love 
and favour of God; nor could that poſſibly merit ir 
at his hands. And as for her body, that was a hack- 
nied vehicle for every ſon of Belial that choſe to hire 


. yet this woman received the gift of goſpel-repen- 
| * tance 


or ETERNAL LOVE. 1 


tance, the forgiveneſs of all her fins, and ſhe loved 


much, becauſe the was much beloved; as it is writ- 
ten, Ve love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. Simon, the 
 Phariſee, diſdained this humble ſuppliant, and cen- 
ſured the Saviour as not being of God, becauſe he | 
ſuppoſed him ignorant of Mary's character; how- 
ever, the Lord ſtopt his mouth, by bringing him in 
debtor fifty pence, without a farthing to pay his debts 


with. But Mary received her full diſcharge firſt, 


though ſhe owed five hundred. Thus the harlot got 
the ſtart of the Phariſee; as it is written, Publicans 
and harlots enter the kingdom of God before the Phariſees, 
If we turn to Nicodemus, he is the moſt likely of 
any to merit it at the hands of Chriſt; for he took 
his part among the council, and complimented the 
Lord when he came to viſit him. But the Lord doth 
not commend him for theſe things; and we know he 
had no other merit to plead, unleſs we allow that the 
fear of men, and ignorance of real . can BY 4 ac- 
counted meritorious. | | 
Firſt, there is no merit in the carnal fear of man, 
for the fear of man bringeth a ſnare; and as to igno- 
rance, it is never ſuppoſed to merit any thing either 
at the hand of God or man. It merits nothing at 
the hand of God, becauſe the law allows a ſacrifice 
for the ignorant, which pre-ſuppoſes that Ignorance 
is fin inſtead of merit, Numb. xv. 25. 
Pray what did the harlot Rahab do to merit this 


love of God ? why, ſays the workmonger, ſhe received | 
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the foie with peace; yea, but ſhe was a daughter of 


peace before ſhe received the ſpies; as it is written, 
And into whatſoever houſe you enter, ſay, Peace be to this 
houſe ; and if the Son of peace be there, (mark that) 
if the Son of peace be there, your peace ſhall come upon it. 
But ſuppoſe likewiſe that there be not a perſon or- 
dained for peace in that houſe, why then peace has 
nothing to do there ; for if the Son of peace be not there, 
it ſhall return to you again, Luke x. 5, 6, and you ſhall 
carry it to its right owner. Thus then, her receiving 
the ſpies was only the bleſſed effect of an eternal 
cauſe, which is the eternal council of the Trinity 
ordaining peace for us in Chriſt; for thus ſaith the 
Holy Ghoſt to the prophet, Chrift ſhall be a prieſt up- 
on his throne, and the council of peace ſhall be between 


them both, Zech. vi. 13.; that is, between the Father 


and the Son; and thus Chrift is our peace. And that 
Rahab had no merit to boaſt of, but her receiving 


the ſpies, is plain; for her very name Ralab is a 
name that Iſaiah gives to the devil; and applicable 


enough, for it ſignifies furious pride. This woman 


was an heathen by nation, a harlot by trade, and a devil 


by name; and yet ſhe tumbled into the boſom of 


everlaſting love. Thus the love of God appears to 


be ſovereign, diſcriminating and free, in its fountain, 
Jehovah; and it is likewiſe ſovereign, diſcriminating 
and free, in its adminiſtrations under the diſpenſa- 
tion of the — Ghoſt. But I pals on to my ſecond 
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general head, which is to treat of the 8 of this 


love. 


On this ſubject I muſt be cles to make an 
extended, or even improper ufe of words. 
The dimenſions of this love that I am to treat 


of are fourfold :;—Irt is height in a ſuperlative, and 
depth in an infinite degree; its two axes or poles may be 


compared to two eternities, and thus we muſt mea» 
fure, if I may be allowed the expreffion, the length, 
Immenſity ſeems to be its circumference ; but our 
buſineſs is with the diameter, which the apoſtle calls 
the breadth, 

However, Paul. allows chin it poſe knowledge 5 | 
and indeed it is better felt and enjoyed than deſerib- 
ed; however, this pleaſing theme has employed, more 
or leſs, the tongues and pens of all God's eminent 
ſervants for many ages paſt, and I hope our tongues 
will never be filent on this ſubject. 

You know, my dear friends, that I am called an 
enterprizing man; I will therefore venture to ſay 
what I find warranted by the word of God, notwith- 
ſtanding our utter inabilities to find it out to perfec- 
tion; only let me obſerve the golden rule, and I will 
proceed. Firſt then, let it be noticed, that God is 


love; this love ſhines from pole to pole, and is from 
everlaſting to everlaſting ; as ſays the Pſalmiſt, from 
everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God, Pal. xc. 2. We 
will begin with that everlaſting which is behind us, 


and which has got the word from added to it ; from 
| B * „ 
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everlaſting, and ſo travel on till we come to the other 
eternal pole, which has got the prepoſition to added 
to it. Do not be ſtartled at my adventurous flight, 
for we are moſt ſurely concerned in theſe wo eternt- 
ties. Let us begin where the ſcriptures declare God 
has begun. His glorious footſteps of mercy and 
love toward his elect are dated from everlaſting ; as 
it is written, But the mercy of the Lord is from everlaſt- 
ing io everlaſting upon them that fear bim, Pſal. cili. 17. 
And the Redeemer's going forth in covenant-under- 
takings for the elect bear the ſame date. His goings 
forth have been of old, from everlaſting, Micah v. 2. 
But to proceed; the firſt ſtep tht the Father took 
in the path of love to his ele&, was in treating with 


„ Cbriſt in their behalf, and appointing him to be their 
1 head, their huſband, their ſurety, their mediator, 
1 their father, and their brother; but when was this 
„ living head, ſurety, huſband, mediator, father and 
i" brother, elected, ordained and appointed? Why, it 
i is dated from everlaſting, as the Saviour declares, — 
if | The Lordpoſſeſſed me in the beginning of his ways ; (mark) 
1 bere ace his goings forth from everlaſting, called the be- 
1 Finning of his ways, before his works of old. I was ſet 
| | 1 up from everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the earth 


was, when there was no depths, I was brought forth : 

when there was fountains abounding with water : before 

the mountains were ſettled, before the hills was I brought 

forth, Prov. viii. 22, 23, 24, 25. Thus it appears 

1 that Chriſt was elected, appointed, pre- ordained and 
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or ETERNAL LOVE. 217 
ſet up from everlaſting; and was delivered to death 
for his elect by the determinate council and fore- 
knowledge of God. Thus God the Father reveals 
his electing and everlaſting love to his choſen people, 
in appointing and giving Chriſt to them before the 
world was. 5 


When he ſet up Chriſt for our "wg head, lie gave 
us eternal life in him; as it is written, [7 dope fe eter- 


nal life, which God, that cannot lie, promiſed before the 


world began, Titus i. 1. Chriſt is the quickening 
Spirit, that quickens all his redeemed ; for he 7s our 


life, and he has brought life and immortality to light 


through the goſpel. And in another paſſage he 
himſelf ſaith, Becauſe J live, ye ſhall live alſo. And it 


muſt be ſo, For as in Adam all his natural ſeed die, 
even fo in Chriſt ſhall all his NETS ſeed be nM alive. 
HBut I proceed. 


When Chriſt was ſet up, he was DP. to be 
the huſband of God's choſen daughter. And as man 
and wife, they were viewed one in union from ever. 
laſting ; for the covenant of grace is a covenant of 
eternal wedlock ; as it is written, 4 certain king which 
made a marriage for his ſon, Matt n. xxii. 2. And thus 
likewiſe runs the tenor of the covenant of wedlock, 
as God the Father ſpeaks to his elect, 7 hou ſlialt no 
more be termed Forſaken ; neither ſhall thy land any more 
be termed Deſolate; but thou ſhalt be called Hephzi-bah, 


and thy land Beulah; for the Lord delighteth in thee, 


and thy land Shall be married. For as a young man mar- 
L 3 rieth 
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rieth a virgin, ſo ſhall thy ſons marry thee : and as the 
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, ſo ſhall thy Gad re- 


joice over thee, Iſa. Ix1i.4, 5. Thus the ele& were 


choſen as the. king's daughter-in-law from eternity, 
Pſal. cxxxii. 13. They are eſpouſed in time, 2 Cor. 
Xi. 2, and the marriage ſhall be conſummated in bliſs 
when the myſtery of God is finiſhed ; as it is writ- 
ten, Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 10 him; 
For the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his evife hath 
made herſelf ready, Rev. xix. 7.: and then ſhe ſhall 
be clad in gold of Ophir, and be brought with joy 
and rejoicing to enter into the king's palace, Pſal. 
XIV. 15. 

This doctrine appears plain, by Eve s exiſting in 
Adam before ſhe was extracted from him; ſo our 
life was hid with Chrift in God. And when Eve was 
taken out of Adam, ſhe was a help-meet formed for 
him; fo the elect are created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
When Eve was formed, ſhe was brought to Adam; 
ſo no man can come to Chriſt except the Father draw him. 
When ſhe came to Adam, he received her as God's 
gift; ſo the ele& are given to Chriſt, Adam and 
Eve are ſaid to be one; fo alſo are they that are 


Joined 10 the Lord one ſite Adam ſaid, man ſhall 
leave his father and his mother, and ſhall cleave io his 


wife ; ſo Chriſt came forth from the Father, leaping 
upon the mountains. And when ſome of the 
Saviour's followers ſaid, Behold, thy mother and thy 
brethren fland without, deſiring to /peak with thee ; but 
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he anſwered, who is my mother and my brerbren? And 
he flretched out his hand towards his diſciples; and ſaid, 


Behold my mother and my brethren, Matt. xii. 47, 48. 
Thus Chriſt left his father and mother, and cleaved 


to his wife.—Adam had one wife brought to him, 
and no more; ſo Chriſt ſays, there are threeſcore queens, | 
and fourſcore concubines, and virgins without number; 
but my undefiled is but ox E, Song vi. 8, 9. When 


Eve fell, Adam was in the tranſgreſfion, though he 


was not deceived; ſo when the elected ſpouſe fell, 
Chriſt was not deceived, yet he was made fin, and 
Twas numbered with the tranſgreſſors, Iſa. lin. 12. When 
Adam and Eve fell, their marriage was not made 
void; fo the fall of the ele& did not break the 


bond of God's everlaſting covenant, but rather paved 
| the way to diſplay eternal love toward the miſerable; 
it appears that both Adam and Eve were choſen 


veſſels ; and when they fell by eating the apples, 
they fell into ſoul travel, and were ſhortly after born 


again. Eternal love raiſed them up under the ſame 
tree where they fell; as it is written, J raiſed thee 
up under the apple tree : there thy mother brought thee 
forth, there ſhe brought thee forth that bare thee, Song 


vili. 5. 


I ſhall conclude this bed with the « «pine s myſ- 


tery, For no man ever yet hated his own fleſh ; but nou- 
riſlieinß and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord the church. 


For we are members of his body, of his fleſh, and of his 


| lane. For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his father and 


B 4 | mother, 
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mother, and ſhall be joined unto his wife, and they two 
ſhall be one fleſh. This is a great myſtery. : but I ſpeak 
concerning Chriſt and the church, Eph. v. 29, go, 31, 
32. This therefore is another bleſſed effect of God's 
everlaſiing love. But 
As a ſurety Chriſt was ſet up ts ried 
ing; as it is written, but Chriſt was made with an 
oath, by him that ſaid unto him, the Lord fware, and will 
not repent; thou art a prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchizedec. By ſo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of a 
better teſtament, Heb. vii. 21, 22. Firſt, Chriſt as a 
ſurety was to pay the debt of perfect obedience to 
the preceptive part of the law for his elect; as it is 
written, He will magnify the law, and make it honoura- 
dle, Iſa. xlii. 21. And by the obedience of this Chriſt, 
ſhall many be made righteous, Rom. v. 19. As a ſurety, 
he was to pay the penal ſum of ſuffering for his 
_ ele, by dying in their room and ſtead ; as it is writ- 
ten, 1 will ranſom them from the Power of the grave, 1 
will redeem them from death, Hoſea x11. 24. And 
thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer theſe things, becauſe 
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oh he had undertaken our cauſe, And by his precious 
0 blood he blotted out our tranſgreſſions as a thick 
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cloud from the book of God's remembrance, agree- 
able to the following text, I will remove the iniquity 
of that land in one day, Zech. iii, 9. Who then ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's cleft ? Rom. viii. 33. 
This is another bleſſed eftect of everlaſting love. 
But, | 
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Chriſt was ſet up from everlaſting to be a mediator 

between God and the elect ; as it is written, But ys 
are come unto Mount Sion, and unto' the city of the living 
Goa, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an imumerable com- 
pany of angels, to the general aſſembly and church of ths 
 firſt-boru, which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfef, 
and to Feſus the mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of ſprinkling that ſpeaketh better things than that 
of Abel, Heb. xi. 22, 23, 24. 

Chriſt, as our -mediator, appeaſed the wrath of 
God, removed the curſe of the law from us by his 
death, made; reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in att 

everlaſting righteouſneſs. He appears both our peace- 
maker and our peace; as it is written, Ie is our peace, 
who hath made peace for us by the blood of his croſs, Col. 
i. 12. Thus Toe are reconciled io God by the death of his 
Son. This is another bleſſed effect of God's ever- 

laſting love. 
| Chriſt was alſo ſet up from cvertefiing to be a ſe- 
cond Adam, or an everlaſling Father ; as it is written, 
And his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 
mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, 
Iſa. ix. 6. And as a father of the elect family, he 
received the promiſe of eternal life, together with 
the promiſe of the Spirit of God, for all thoſe who 
are called his ſeed, agreeahle to the following ſcrip- 
ture, A. for me, this is my covenant with them, ſaith 


the Lard, my Spirit that is upon thee, 2 my words tiat 
| I have 
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I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of 
. Thy ſeed's ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for 
"ever, Iſa. lix. 21. Thus God ſhowed his eternal 
love to the choſen ſeed in Chriſt before the world was. 
But in this covenant he made a parental reſerve for 


Himſelf; as you read, But if his children for ſake my 


la, and walk not in my judgements; if they break my 


ſtatutes, and keep not my commandments ; then will I vii 
their tranſgreſſions with a rod, and their miquity with 


ftripes. Nevertheleſs my loving K1NDNEss I will not ut- 

terly rake from HIM, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail 
my covenant twill I not break, nor alter the thing that is 
Zone out of my lips, Pal. Ixxxix. 3o, 31, 32, 33, 34. 
Behold then, ſaith the Saviour, I, and the children 
dem the Lord hath given me, are for figns from the 
Lord of Hoſts, which dewelleth in Mount Zion, Iſa. viii. 


ver. 18. 
And now the pw puts forth a riddle to the 
world, when he ſays, that Chriſt was taken from pri- 


fon and from judgment, and who ſhall declare his genera- 


tion? for he was cut off out of the land of the living, 


Iſa. ch. liii. v. 8. ; yet he ſhall ſee his ſeed, verſe the 
'12th : and bleſſed be him, he has got a glorious - 


Fpring out of the ſpoils of death, as faith the Pſal- 
miſt, Unto God the Lord belomgs the iſſues from death, 
Pſal. Ixviii, 20. And tbis is the feed that ſhall ſerve 


rr iſt, and be counted t6 him for a generation, Pial, 
* 30. And that ſeed ſhall all one day appear in the 


| bleſſed 
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bleſſed image of the Saviour; as it is written, Auf 
as we have borne the image of the earthly Adam, we ſhall 
alſo bear the image of the heavenly : for as is the earthly 
Adam, fo are his ſeed alſo that are earthy; and as is the 
heavenly Adam, ſuch are they alſo that are heavenly, 1 Cor. 
iv. 9. And this is another bleſſed effect or * 


of God's eternal love. 


Chriſt too in this eternal covenant is called the 


firfi-born—T will make him, my fir/t-born, higher tban 


the kings of the earth, that in all things he might have the 
pre-eminence, And God promiſed to be to Chriſt his 


Father, his God, and the rock of his ſalvation, Pſal. 


Ixxxix. 26. God having promiſed to be the Father 


and God of Chriſt, this bleſſing was transferred to 


the elect, when the Saviour had finiſhed the work 
of redemption, and was riſen again from the dead; 
as it is written, Go, tell my brethren that I am riſen 5 and 
ſay unto them, ] aſcend unto my Father and your Father, 
and io my God and your God, God therefore is become 
our God, and we are heirs of him as our eternal por- 
tion; as it is written, Aud if children, - then heirs, keirs 


/ Gad, and joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. viii- 17. In 
this covenant Chriſt and his ele& brethren are ſaid 


to be of one; as it is written, For both he that ſancti- 


eth and they who are ſanctiſied are all. of one ; for which 


cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them brethren, Heb. ii. 


11, 12, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my bre. 


thren, verſe the 12th. The glorious reſult of all this 
is, to bring many ſons to glory, Heb, ii. 10. This 
therefore 
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therefore i is another bleſſed effect of God's everlaſting 
love. But I proceed 
As God's ſervant, Chriſt was ſet up from eneriaſt- 
ing to ſerve under the law, and to redeem them that 
were under the law, and then to gather together in 
himſelf all the elect ſheep, as their chief ſhepherd ; as 
it is written, Behold my ſervant whom I uphold, mine 
elect in whom my ſoul delighteth, &c. As a ſhepherd, 
he was appointed to redeem and gather in the ſheep 
that were given to him; as it is written, Thine they 
 rwere, and thou gaveſt them me, and T lay derem my life 
Fin ie ſheep. And again, this is the will of my heavenly 
i] Father, that of all that he hath given me, I ſhould loſe 


I; 


F 


. nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt day. It appears 
4 plain in the word of God, that Chriſt received the 
5 | ſheep, their names, and the number of them, before 
* all worlds; as it is ſaid, 1s thy bock were all my 
members written, when as yet there was none of them. 
| | This appears very plain, for God calls them ſheep 
4 | before they were either redeemed, or called, or born. 
1 He ſhall gather the lambs with his arms, and carry them 
* | in his boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with 
10 young, Iſa. xl. 11. And this fulfills the antient pre- 
UL diction, Aud io him ſhall the gathering of the people be, 
lh Gen. xlix. 10. I will, ſays God, ſet up one ſhepherd 
148 over them, and he ſhall feed them, even my ſervant David, 


ke ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be their ſhepherd, Ezek. 
vn xxxiv. 23. This doctrine will be proclaimed on the 
1 judgment - ſeat; as it is written, He ſhall ſeparate them, 
1 | : dle 
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even as a ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from the goats. 


Then ſhall the king ſay unto them on his right hand, Come 


ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world, Matth. xxv. 32, 
33, 34. This alſo i is another bleſſed _ of ever- 
laſting love. 

Thus God has ſhewn his unit love to the 
elect, in appointing them ſuch a glorious head, ſet 


up from everlaſting ; in whom he has given them 


eternal Jife, and eternal union with him as an huſ- 


band, an honourable diſcharge by him as a ſurety, 
peace by him as a mediator, adopting grace in him 


as an everlaſting father, and an eternal portion with him 
as an elder brother. So much for the eternal and. 
unchangeable love of God the Father. 


But my dear hearers may object and ſay, your 


text treats only of the love of Chriſt. I anſwer, 
when we ſpeak of the love of Chriſt we do not ex- 
clude the love of the Father nor of the Spirit, for it 
is one love. The glorious Trinity loved the elect 


from everlaſting. But of each of theſe in particular. 


Of God the Father's love I have treated already; 

I next proceed to ſpeak of the love of Chriſt, 
The Saviour manifeſted his love to the elect, in 
undertaking their cauſe, accepting their names and per- 
ſons, and ſubſtituting himſelf in their room and ſtead 
from everlaſting; in vailing his infinite Deity in fleſh 
and blood, ſuffering /hame, reproach andignominy, to pro- 
cure our eternal ſalvation in time; and laſtly, in laying 
down 
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down his life to redeem us from all evil. As it is 
written, Greater love hath no man than this---that a man 
lay down his life for his friends, John xv. 13. 

The dear Saviour had much to ſuffer; —the 
floodgates of wrath were opened on him the floods 
of death compaſſed him about, and alfo the floods of 
temptation. All thefe met together on the dear Re- 
deemer's head; and our frail nature, and the infirmities 
of it, with which he was compaſſed about, ſhrunk 
back at the thought of the approaching tragedy. The 

ſpirit was truly willing, but the fleſh was weak : however, 
love was firong as death—and ſtronger too ; for 
many waters could not quench his love—neither could the food 
drown it, Song viii. 6, 7. 

Is this the eternal love of Chriſt to his elect? 
really is; Then who ſhall -ſeparate us from the love 7 
Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or 
famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ® Nay, in alt 
theſe things wwe are more than conquerors through lun bat 
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1 loved us, Rom. viii. 35, 36, 37. 
1 I next proceed to ſhew that the ws of the 
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Spirit appears from the ſame date: I mean from 
everlaſting. N 
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4 The Holy Ghoſt ſhewed his a love to. the 
15 elect, in bearipg witneſs to this everlaſting covenant, 
+. as it is written; There are Three that bear record in 
1 heaven ; the Father, the Mord, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
. theſe Three are one, 1 John v. 7. He not only ap- 
1 peared a witneſs of the covenant, but the ſeal and 


ſeater, | 
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feater, as it is written; Aud I ſaw in the right"hand of | 


Him that ſat onthe throne, a book woritten within and on 
the backfide, ſealed. with ſeven ſeals, Rev. v. 1. Thus 


the Spirit undertook to bear witneſs to the covenant, 


to ratify it, and to reveal to all God's elect the glori- 
ous benefits ariſing from it. As it is written; He 


dall take of the things that are mine, and ſhall ſbeu them 
unto you, John xvi. 15 ;—and, bleſſed be his name, 


ſo he does—he leads us into all truth ; works faith in 1% 


ſheds abroad the Father”s love in our hearts; and proves 
himſelf to us the firſt fruits of glory, and the earn 
of our eternal inheritance, and He is to abide with us for 


ever, as a well of water ſpringeth up into everlaſiing life: 
Thus we ſee the Holy Spirit's love; as it is written, 


| Now I beſeech you brethren, for the Lord Feſus Chriſt's 


ſake, and for the love of the Spirit (mark that) the love of 


the Spirit, Rom. xv. 30. But the fruit of the Spirit is 
bene, Gal. v. 22, Thus, my friends, we have gone 
through the ſecond head. I will next ſhew you the 


ſtability of this covenant—and then proceed an 


confider the third head. 
This bleſſed covenant is fgned and witneſſed by the 


FaTHER, Sox, and Holy Gnosrt ; ratified by the 


ſevenfold ſealer and ſeal of heaven ; confirmed by the 
oath of God, and by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt the 
immutable teſtator—and thus it is made ſure to all the 


ſeed, Rom. iv. 6. How ſweetly are the elect 


ſecured from the wrath of God—bleſſed with eternal 


loye i—And a ſweet Foundations is laid for a ſtrong 
conſolation 
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conſolation in all our troubles. Firſt, they are ſecured. 
from wrath, as it is teſtified. Por his is as the 
* waters of Noah unto me : For as T have ſworn that the 
1 waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth—fo have 
T ſworn that I will not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee. Oh bleſſed and ſweet ſecurity ! his loving 
Kindneſs too is as ſtrongly ſecured. * For the mountains 
Null depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall 
not depart from thee ; neither ſhall the covenant of my 
peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. 
It is true, the ele& may be toſſed in the ſtorms of 
affliction, and be almoſt drowned at times in the 
diſtreſs ; but their fituation can - never alter the 
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$ covenant. Oh thou affiicted, 19fſed with tempeſts, and not 
| A | comforted, behold I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and 
1 thy foundations with ſapphires. This I think means all 
3 the attributes of Jehovah, which are engaged in 
5 , © behalf of the elect, and who are ſecured in this 
13 covenant ; for it immediately follows, in righteouſneſs 


Fat thou be efiabliſhed, Iſaiah liv. 9, 10, 11, 14. Thus 
the covenant 1s:/igned and witneſſed by three immutable 
and unchangeable witnefles ; ſealed and ratified by 
immutable veracity---confirmed by the oath of an 
immutable God, who can never be perjured. Eternal | 
life is promiſed by him who cannot lye ; and confirmed 
by the efficacious blood of HIM who is without 
wariableneſs or ſhadow of turning, James i. 17. - Surely. 

then, theſe immutable things in which it is impoſſible 
for God to falſify his word, are ſufficient to afford us 

: | the 
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the moſt ſolid ground of d * Av it is written, 
Wherein God willing more abundantly io ſhew unto the 
 teirs of promiſe the immutability of his counſel, confirmed it 
by oath.---That by tzwo immutable things, in which it was 
impoſſible for God to lie, we might have a firong conſolation 
who have fled for refuge 10 lay hold upon the hope ſet before 
us ; hich hope wve have as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure 
and fledfaft---and which entereth into that within the weil, 
whether the forerunner hath for us entered ; even Feſus, 
made an high-prief for ever after the order of Melchiſedec, 
"FRO Vi. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
- Having offered you my thoughts on this divine 
love from the eternal ſource, I ſhall now-proceed to 
the ſouth pole, which is before us, namely, to ever- 
laſting. This is a natural inference drawn from 
the length of this love mentioned in my text. In 
doing this, I will hereafter touch on the benefits of 
this covenant, and their being a free donation, as 
well as of their eternal duration. W 
I know the Arminians affirm, that we may be 
children of God to-day, and children of the devil 
to-morrow : but this is rendering God worſe than 
ourſelves ; for I who am evil could not deal ſo in 
a natural ſenſe with my, children. If what they 
affirm be true, the length of God's love mentioned 
in my text, which is ſaid to paſs knowledge, is but four 
and twenty hours long at beſt.---But I leave thoſe 
| liars and their lies, to the father of lies, and proceed 
to TO of . God lays, for-we oo that he is true, 
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tho every man be a liar, Rom. iii. 3. It plainly 
appears in ſcripture, that the everlaſting God choſe 
the elect in his ſon Chriſt Jeſus---and that the cove- 
nant was ſealed by the eternal Spirit in heaven. 
and it is as plain that everlaſting love moved them 
to it; therefore the covenant is called an everlaſting 


covenant, and we ſhall find all the bleſlings of it to bear 


the ſame date. 
I will therefore conſider ham dittinetiy, a only 
take notice of them as I find God hath mentioned 


them. 


Firſt then---As God remembered us in our * glare — 


he has promiſed not to forget us; but to remember 


us for good, and to eſtabliſh us; as it is written, 


_ Surely he ſhall not be moved for ever---the righteous ſhall be 


had in everlaſing remembrance, Pſalm cxii. 6. There- 
fore, there is no- fear of being forgotten ors the 


Lord. 


And as all the ele& were condemned by. the is 
the Lord Jeſus has brought in an eternal righteouſ- 
neſs to juſtify: them, as it is, written, He Hall make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and * in . —_— 
teouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. 

But you will ſay, We are dead in 1 2nd dead in 
fin. I know that we are all in that ſtate; but in this 
covenant the elect are pre-ordained to eternal life, as 
it is written, And as many as zvere ordained to eternal life 
believed, Acts xiii. 48. Thus the elect are quickened 
here, and brought to live by the faith of the Son of 

1 God ; 
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God; and their eternal life, which is given us of 


God, is hid with Chriſt, as our head in God. 
As it is written, I give my ſheep eternal life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hands, John x. 28, He that believeth on me hath 
everlaſting life, John vi. 47. T here we ſee the 
bleſſings of this everlaſting covenant bear the ſame 
date as the covenant doth. But to proceed : 


The Almighty knew how the devil, the god of 


this world, would blindfold us in order to lead us to 


the bottomleſs pit, and that Satan would ſend many. 


blind guides to lead us on from one dark mountain to 
another, that we might follow the devil's doctrine, 


and ſo be damned at laſt. T ſay, the Lord knew this, 
for known unto God are all things; therefore in this 


covenant he has promiſed to be an everlaſting light 


to all his people, as it is written, But the Lord fhalt 


be unto thee an everlaſti 2 light, and thy God thy glory, 
Tfaiah Ix. 19. 
In this covenant God' has provided a righteouſueſs 


for the elect, tho* by nature they were ungodly. Rom. 


iv. 5. This righteouſneſs way wrought out for 


the elect by Chriſt, as it is written, So by the obedience 
of one ſhall many be made righteous, Rom. v. 19. This 


righteouſneſs God accepted of our ſurety, he being 


made of God unto us righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. i. 30. This 


righteoufneſs God alſo imputes freely without any 
pre- requiſite in us, as it is written, Even as David alſo 


deferibeth the ble - of the man unto whom God imputeth 
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righteouſneſs without works, Rom. iv. 6. The Spirit of 
God brings this righteouſneſs near to us in a preached 
goſpel, and reveals it to the eye of faith, as ſpeak- | 
eth God by the propher Iſaiah, I bring near my 
right:ouſneſs—it ſhall not be far off, Iſaiah xlvi. 13. 
This righteouſneſs is revealed in the goſpel for every 
believer ; I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, for © 
therein 1s the righteouſneſs of God revealed from faith to 
faith ; as it is woritten; The juſt ſhall live by faith, 
Rom. i. 17. Faith puts this righteouſneſs upon the poor 
finner for his juſtification before God, as a righteouſ- 
neſs procured by God. But now the righteouſneſs of 
God without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the 
law and the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God, 
which is by faith of Feſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them 
that believe, Rom. iii. 21, 22. 
Remember this righteouſneſs is given freely, 8 
fore woe be to that man that thinks to merit it, or add 
ſomething of his own thereto: This, Chriſt calls 


RY putting a piece of ne cloth upon an old garment, which 
3 4 \ 0 o . 

= zwill make the rent worſe. I ſay, it is given of God 
. 5 | . f . 0 
„ and it cannot either be bought or ſold; as it is 


written, They that receive abundance of grace, and the 
GIKT of RIGHTEOUSNESS, ſhall reign in life by one Feſus 
_ Chrift, Rom. v. 17. 

Thus, my dear a Chriſt mh out this 
righteouſneſs for us ; God the Father accepts it of 
Chriſt, and places it to our account, and then im- 
putes it freely, The goſpet reveals it, the Holy Ghoft 


applies 
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applies it to the hand of an appropriating faith ; and 


makes it manifeſt to the ſinner's conſcience; conſcience 
enjoys it, and finds peace to be the effect of it. Thus 


we are juſtiſied freely from all things from which we could 


u9t be juſtified by the law of Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. 
This righteouſneſs too bears the ſame antient * 
of the covenant; for ſeventy weeks are deter mined upon 


thy people, and upon thy boly.cityy to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, 
and to, make an end of ſins, and to make : reconcilcation 


| for migquity---and 10 e in n. een g 


Dan. ix. 24. 
I next proceed to der that perſevering ſirength is 
moſt ſurely promiſed to the elect in this covenant ; or 


elſe Satan would ſoon throw us down, if we even were 


as ſtrong as Peter ſuppoſed himſelf to be, when he 
promiſed never to forſake Chriſt, tho? all the reſt did. 
As it is written, there is none like unto the God of 


Feſhurun, who rideth upon the heavens in thy help, and in 


his excellency on the ſky. The eternal God is thy refuge, 
and underneath are the everlaſting arms, Deut. xxxiii. 37. 
Therefore truſt ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord 

Fehovah is everlaſting firength, Iſa. xxvi. 4. FEE 
God's elect are not to be left comfortleſs, though 
they are ſo much oppoſed and hated in the world; 
for this covenant ſecures our conſolations alſo, and 
they bear the ſame date as the covenant does. As it 

is written, Now our Lord Jeſus Chr: N himſelf, and God, 
even our "TE which hath loved us, and hath given us 
| . 3 4 everlahing 
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everlaſting conſolation, and good hope through grace, comfort 
your hearts, and Habliſi _ in 1 good word and 
zvork, 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. 


Our joy and glory are allo ſecured in this covenant, 


as it is written, Aud the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, 


and come to Zion with ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their 
leads; they ſhall obtam joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and 
fighing ſhall flee away, Iſa. xxxv. 10. And there is 
another eternal bleſſing beyond all theſe—and that is 
an eternal weight of glory in the preſence of the Lamb; 
and that is likewiſe to be enjoyed for ever and ever. 

Thus, my dear hearers, you ſee what everlaſting 
love has done for us. Remember that this love is to 
endure for ever, as faith the Church: The Lord haih 


© appeared of old unto me, ſaying, yea I have loved thee with 


an everlaſting love, 1 e with FONG have I 
drawn thee, Jer. xxxi. 3. 

Having thus diſcourſed of the length of the love of 
God, and proved the date of it to be from everlaſiing 
to everiafling, I come now to my third general 
head, which is to treat—of the breadth of this love. 

By breadth, we may underſtand its | univerſal 
extenſion to all the elect, whether Jews or Gentiles. © 
In the antideluvian world, the love of God was 
known but to few families, and zhey. ſprung from the 
toins of Seth; the family of Cain ſeem to have been 
kept quite ignorant of it, It was much contracted 
likewiſe in the adminiſtration of it, in the days of 
Noah ; ; and after the _ it ne to flow i in a very 

| narrow 
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narrow channel, and confined itſelf chiefly to the de- 
fcendants of Noah ; in ſhort, it run in one contracted 


channel till Jacob's family multiplied in Egypt, and 


then it began to extend itſelf ; and to widen moſt 
ſweetly at Iſrael's deliverance from bondage. And 
here and there a poor Gentile was pulled in by this 
cord. of everlaſting love; but the gn part of 
them were left to go on in their own Ways + {5047 
It continued with. Iſrael ſome hundred Fen and 


the partition wall that encompaſſed them ſeemed to 
ſtand. firm for many ages; as it is written, Tou only - 
have I known, of all the families of the earth... In the 


days of David it extended itſelf gloriouſly among the 
Jews, and after that again, it fell into a narrow chan- 
nel, and continued ſo for many years, till the golden 
days of the Son of Man appeared, and then it widened 
greatly; but it was ſtill ſeemingly confined to the 
Jewiſh nation, as it is written, Theſe truelue Jeſus ſent 
forth, and commanded them, ſaying, Go not into the way of 


the Gentiles ; and into any city of the Samaritans enter 


not, but go rather to the loft ſheep of the: houſe f | Iſrael, 
Mat. x. 5, 6. But though this everlaſting love ſeemed 
ſo contracted in its adminiſtration in thoſe ancient 
days, yet it was broad in the ſecret purpoſes of God. 
That the Gentiles ſhould be ſaved, was a part of the 
great myſtery of godlineſs 3 as it is written, preached unto 
the Gentiles, &c. But at laſt the dear Redeemer broke 


down the middle wall of the partition*that ſeparated be- 


- tween (we Jewiſh nations and the Gentiles ; and ſent 


: C4 5 his 


= — — 
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his ſervants forth 20 preach the goſpel to every creature. On 
the glorious day of Pentecoft this everlaſting flame of 
divine love was wonderfully kindled in the twelve 
apoſtles, who were appointed to be the twelve 
miniſterial: foundations of the goſpel church-- and 


from them it was communicated to the uniting of 


many lively ſtones to the chief corner-ſtone Cunisr 
Jzsvs ;—the/only foundation for faith and Run on 
whom to build their expectations. 
The dimenſions of this love in my text was ſweetly 
revealed to Peter in the viſion of a great ſheet knit at the 
four corners . four of the- glorious attributes of God 
knit the corners, and ſweetly agree in letting down to 
the earth this ſheer of everlaſting love, as it is writ- 
ten, Mercy and truth are met ' together : theſe two 


attributes hold two oppoſite corners; rFighteouſueſs 


and peace have kiſſed each other; and after that mutual 
kiſs they agreed, or harmonized together, to hold up 
the other two oppoſite. corners. Thu mercy and truth 
are met together, :righteouſneſs and peace haue kiſſed each 
other, Pſalm 1xxxv. 10, In this ſheet were the elect 
Gentiles chiefly exhibited. - It contained all. manner of 


- four-footed beaſts, (mark that) all manner of fonr-footed 


beaſis. Their ſpecies was human, but brutal by ſin; 


Every man is brutiſh in his knowledge, Jer. x. 18. I am 


more brutal (faith Agur) than any man, Prov. xxx. 2. 
Yet the whole human race. are emphatically called 
beaſts ; as it is written, That God might manifeſt them, 
that Wins might es that * os 85 are beaſts, Ecel. 


Ill, 18. 
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Iii, 18. Theſe were the beaſts that were repreſented 
to Peter in this  ſheet<--four-footed beaſts: Some finners 
are alſo called dogs, as Chriſt called the Gentile woman, 


Matt. xv. 27. Some are called ſwine, Matt. vii. 6. 


Some are called wolves, Matt. x. 16. Some lions, 
Zoph. iii. 3. Some «calves, Mal. iv. 2. But the wolf 
ſhall dwell with: the Lamb of God, and the leopurd ball lay 
down yvith the kid 5 and the caff, and the young lion, and 
the fatling together; and a babe in grace ſhall lead them, 
Iſa. xi. 6. That ſheet contained all the ele& from 
all eternity, and is their reſt and divine ſolace, when 


grace has tamed _ as 1s repreſented . _ Hing 


dozon with the LAN 02 5-465; ee e 


There were creeping wi alſo in the Beet as well 


as beaſts; ſome ſinners are called ſerpents, and ſome 


wipers, Matt. iii. 7. and ſome are called zoorms, Micah 


vii. 17. And there were fouls F the air in the ſheet 
alſo.; mark, the elect are called doves, Iſa. Ix. 8. 
eagles, Iſaiah xl. 314 and ſpeckle birds, Jer. xii. 9. 


Theſe were the living creatures'in Peter's ſheet,” Aid 


there canie a voice to him, faying,” Riſe Peter, kill and 


© eat; take the ſword of the Spirit and kill tbem to | 
all hope in the law---crucify them to the world, that 


they may be dad unto ſin; Ron. vi. 2. kill them to 


all confidence if the fleſh, that kheir old man may be 
crucified.-with Chriſt; that they may become dead 19. 


the law, and be 2 10 another, Rom. vii. 4. Ariſe 
1 Kall WN . « | bf 443 3 . n 
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I told you at the well of Samaria, that I bad meat to 
wat that ye knew not of, and that my meat was to do the 
will of him that ſent me, and finiſh his work, John iv. 


32, 34. I have made thee, Peter, a miniſter, and the 
converſion of theſe finners muſt be the meat and 


drink of thy miniſterial appetite, or thirſt for ſouls. 


cc Mine elect in this world are compared to ſiſb in tie 
| great ſea, Ezek. xlvii. 9, 10, 11. And I told thee, 


Simon, I had made thee a fiſher of men, Mark i. 17. 
Suck therefore of the abundance of the feas, Peter, for that 


is the food of the miniſter, Deut. xxxiii. 19. For 
the abuudance of the ſeas ſhall. be converted unto me; the 
forces of the Gentiles ſhall come unto me, Iſa, Ix. 5. 


Mine elect are 4 treaſure bid in the ſaud, Deut. xxxiii. 


19. Though Iſrael be as the ſand. on the ſea:ſhore, yet a 


remnant ſhall return, Iſa. x. 22. Ariſe, Peter, kill and 


eat, ſuck of the abundance of the ſeas, and of the treaſures 
hid is the ſand, Deut. xxxiii. 19. Tho ſhalt alſo. fuck. 
the milk of the Gentiles, Iſa. 1x; 16. in eee 


* boalt yourſebves, Iſa. Ixi. 6.“ 


Aliſe, Peter, kitl and eat ; . e ſaid, ee Ne ot 4 


1 » for I have never eaten any thing that is common or 


unclean.” Oh wretched conſtruction! too carnally 
underſtood. Aud , the voice ſpake unto him the ſecond 
time, what God hath cleanſed (mark that, it is ſpoke in 
the-paſi tenſe) IA bat God hath cleanſea, that call not thou 


common. Peter's laſt comment on the vifion proves 
what I have afferted, when he ſays, But God hath 
* me that T ſhould ot call any man (mark here, 


theſe 
IJ 1 


=\\ 
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theſe beaſts and creeping things are called eo). com- 
non or unclean; Acts x. 28. 


Let it be obſerved, that . 4 hats wide 10 


down, all theſe beaſts were in it. It was let dozen 


from heat en, and the beaſts were in it---to ſhew their 
election · and eternal union with CHRIST in the bond 


of everlaſting love; repreſented to Peter by the ſcret. 
And afterwards theſe beaſts were drawn up again in the 
et, to ſhew their ſafe arrival in glory, in the lame 
ſheet or bond, of eternal love, 

And though. they are compared to es ook A 
were all in the ſheer, and ſaid to be cleanſed, thaugh 


they were not called by grace; for they were not dead to 
the law, nor were they alive by faith; no, they were 


to hear the word of Peter by which they might live. 
And the ſheet æpas let down thrice, to ſhew, Firſt, their 
eternal union with Chriſt in the bond. of everlaſting 
love; and therefore they are ſaid to be preſerned in 
Feſes, Chriſt, and called, Jude. 1. Secondly, this! feet 


is let down at converſion, as appears by the Holy: Ghoſt 


falling on them. when Peter ſpake to them; and, 
Thirdly, it ſhall. be let down again at the general 


reſurrection for their bodies; for their bodies, as well as 


their ſouls, were repreſented by four-footed beaſts, if nat 


more ſo; and. though they ſuuffed up the wind at 
their pleaſure, like @ wild aſs in the wilderneſs, Jer. ii. 24. 
yet they were let down from beaven in this ſheet, 

and cleanſed in Chriſt, who is their ſanctification, 


and who ſanctifieth them ; for be that ſanflificth, and they 
that are W are both of -, Heb. ii. 11. 


Some 
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Some of theſe four. footed beaſts were knocking at 
Peter's door, at the ſame time that the veſſel was drawn 
up to heaven again. Now while Peter doubted in himſelf 
what this viſion ſhould mean, behold the men which were 
ſent from Cornelius, had made enquiry for Simon, and 


i fopped before the gate, and called, and aſted whether 
1 Simon, which was firnamed Peter, were lodged there. 
0 While Peter thought on the viſion, the Spirit jaid unto him, 
1 Behold three men feek thee--- Ariſe therefore, and get thee 
3 down, and go with them, doubting nothing, for I have ſent | 
9 them; Acts Xi. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 
5 Thus, this love extended itſelf in its adminiſtrations 
"a far and wide---until it gathered ſome from the ea, 
þ 7 and ſome from the weſt; ſome from the zorth, and 
vn ſome from the - ſouth.z. and will bring them at laſt to 
5 ſit down with Abraham, Tſaacy and Jacob, in the kingdom 
5 of God, Matt. viii. 11. God gave the word, and great 
55 were the company that publiſhed it. Even when the devil 
125 raiſed a perſecution among the ſaints of God, this 
SF was made an inftrument in his wiſdom for promulg- 
by ing his divine law; as it is ſaid, they went every where 
i preaching the goſpel. "Legions of poor ſouls got hold 
6 of theſe ſweet cords of the everlaſting love of the 
Wee Trinity. And ſome ran one way with it, ſome 
fa: another, until they.fulfilled this prediction; Enlarge 
ie; the place of thy tent, and let them Riretch forth the curtains 
| 7 i of thine habitations; ſpare not, | lengthen” thy cords, and 
; 5 | Pg thy _ ry thou Ie break Jon's on the right. 
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hand, and on the left, and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the Gentiles, 
and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited, Iſa. liv, 2, 3. 

And this eternal love in its bread:b ſhall never leave 


the earth, till the kingdoms of this world become the Ring- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, Rev. X1. 15. And 


then the earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of the 


giory of the Lora, as the WATERS COVER THE SEA, 
Hab. ii. 14. 


I now come to the fourth bead 3 vz. 


the depth which is mentioned in my texkt. 


The profound depth of the loye of Chriſt may be 


ſubdivided into three leads. It was deep in the eternal 


counſel of God it was a myſterious, depth in the 


agonizing ſufferings of Chriſt, and deep in the mani- 


feſtation of it to poor mortals who were deeply fallen. 


Firſt, it is deep, as conſidered in the eternal counſel 
of God---deep, becauſe i it lay hid from everlaſting, 
until it was made known to God's elect by the 


Spirit. All the wiſdom and learning of the world 
could never have diſcovered it, much leſs have 


fathomed it, It lay concealed in the eternal mind, 


and would have lain there undiſcovered to all eternity, 


if God had not diſcovered i it by the light of his Spirit. 
Who among all the race of Adam could have 


imagined an eternal affection in a Juſt God toward 


ſelf- condemned rebels, upon the grounds. of truth 
and juſtice, if God had not revealed it by his 
Spirit? As it is roritien, Eye bath? not ſeen, nor ear beard, 


neither 
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ritter bath it entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. But 


God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit ; for the 
Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, even the DEE? things of 
God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, fave 
the ſpirit of man which is in him ? even ſo, the things of 
God knoweth no man, 1 8 the Spirit of God, I Cor. 1 bis 
9, 10, 11,—Burt, 

I next proceed, to ſhow that the depth of divine love. 
was wonderfully diſplayed i in the fingular ſufferings 
of Chriſt Jeſus. Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends, John xv. 13. 
This depth will appear ſtill more conſpicuous, if we 
conſider the many enemies that the love of Chriſt had 


to combat with :—Firſt, our fins lay as a dreadful 


burden on * the Lord laid upon him the iniquity 
of 115 all, Iſa. liii. 6. And the Saviour bore our fins in 
his own body on the we, 1 Peter ii. 24. Secondly, the 
infernal malice and fury of devils : the prince of this 
world cometh, but he hath nothing in me, Vea, even the 
wicked enliſted under his banner; this is your hour, and 
the powers of darkneſs, Luke xxii. 53. Thirdly, the 
cruel inſults of the Jewiſh rabble—who derided him 
in dlindfolding him—/miting him on the face—crowning 
him with thorns—bczving the knee before him—putting a 


reed as a mock ſceptre into his hand—arraying him in a 


gorgeous robe, ſending him to Herod, and afterward when 
under the greateſt anguiſh, commanding him to come 
* N down 


* 
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dem from the croſs, and they would believe him. We 
may add to this, the cup of wrath that was given him 
to drink; the ſoul- piercing curſe of the lau that he 
was to bearz in order to redeem us from it ; the 
diſciples forſook him and fled : and that vindictive 
juſtice might get a full ſatisfaction—the Father hid 
his face from him—yea, forſook him. The Saviour 
bore all the reſt with filence—but this extorted fo 
bitter acry from Him, that both heaven and earth 
_ anſwered it the inanimate rocks open their mouths, 
the graves diſcloſe the dead; the bowels of the 


1 earth were moved—and the ſun” was veiled in ſack- 


cloth: theſe things wreſtled hard againſt eternal love. 
The infirmities of our feſh made him fear and ſiveat, 
and ſtand ſorely amazed: The ſpirit is willing, but the 
fleſh is weak, ſaid-the dear Redeemer, But everlaſting 
love waded through all theſe rapid floods of oppo- 
fition : nor could the floods of temptation—the floods 
of wrath—the floods of perſecution, nor the cold floods 
of death in the leaſt quench or impede the permanent 
divine and everlaſting affection to his own elect. 
As it is written, Many waters cannot quench love, nor can 
the floods drown it, for love is firong as death, Song viii. 
6, 7. Surely. love muſt pierce deep in the Saviour's 
breaſt—or he never would have veiled. his glory 
faced the ſtorm, and waded through the pains of hell, 
to get at the object loved, if love had not been well 
| rooted, s this the eternal love of Chriſt to his elect? 
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So it ſeems. Who then ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 
Chrift ? ſhall tribulation ? or diſtreſs ? or perſecution' ? 
or famine ? or nakedneſs ? or peril, or ſword * Nay, in 
all theſe things we are more than conquerors, . im 
that loved us, Rom. viii. 35, 37. 
But let us conſider the depth of this love in its 
adminiſtration; in bringing many of its objects up 
out of the various depths into e the BENE? and 

fin has ſunk them : | 
Some of whom juſtice has ſeemed to turn, as it 
were, to deſtruction; and everlaſting love has pro- 
hibited their entrance, and led them back to God 
with the greateſt placidity. As it is written, Thox 
turneft man to deftruttion, and ſayeſt, Return ye children of 
men, Pſalm xc. 3. Some have been almoſt deluged 
in guilt, horror, wrath, and anguiſh of ſoul : and when. 
their ſouls have been overwhelmed within them, eternal love 
has appeared, and led them to the rock higher than they, 
Pfalm Ixi. 2. put a new ſong in their mouths, and 
eftabliſhed their goings, Pſalm xl. 2. Others have been 
exerciſed on their beds with pain ; and the multitude of 
their bones with ſtrong pain, inſomuch that their life 
abhorred bread, and their ſouls dainty meat; their fleſhis 
conſumed away, that it cannot be ſeen, and his bones that 
avere not ſeen, flick out. Then ſays Love, Deliver them 
from going down to the pit, I have found. a ranſom, their 
fleſh ſhall be freſher than a child's ; and they ſhall return to 
_ the days of his youth : he ſhall ay unto God, and he ſball 
46 | | | he 
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| be favourable unto them ; and they ſpall ſee bis face with 
| 19, Job xxxiii, 19, and downward, 


Others have been poſſeſſed with legions of devils ; 
fome ſunk into black deſpair ; others have been 


bowed together by Satan ; and ſome have been both 


mad and dumb: ſome in the ſhadows of death, others 
in the horrible pit, but love has ftill dived beneath 
them, and brought them up as on eagle's wings. 
This precious cord of everlaſting love angled ſweetly 


after poor Jonah, when fatherly diſpleaſure had raiſed ; 
a a ſtorm, and caſt him overboard ;---andat laſt brought 


him up from the bowels of hell. In. ſhort, there is 


no depths that the elect of God have fallen into, 
where love hath not waded after them, and brought 
them up. It brought Manaſeh up from the magic 


depths of Satan; and David from deep calling unto 
deep, the very echoes, or reſoundings of hell. | 
Other poor ſouls have ſinned againſt light and love, 


after they had talted that the Lord was gracious. 
Some, under fuch circumſtances, have cried out, 
Aq bope is periſhed from the Lord; others, that there is 
no hope; ſome, that I am caſt out of his fight ; and 
| others have curſed the day in which they were born, and 
the man that brought tidings of his birth : Some dejected 


fouls have declared, they were as /ure of bell as if they 

were in it; and others have wiſhed they had been 
there, that they might know the worſt: But not one of 
theſe that I allude to, could with their dying breath 


charge immutable love with che leaſt failure. No, 
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love has appeared 70 make their bed in their fichneſs, 
Pſalm xli. 3. and the everlaſting arm has been underneath 

_ them, Deut. xxxiii. 27. Love has ſweetly re-kindled 
her expiring flame ; and conſcience has compelled them 
To ſet to their ſeal that God is true to the irrevocable 
promiſe that he has given them. The Lord thy God in 
the midſt of thee is mighty; he will ſave, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy; HE WILL REST IN HIS LOVE; hit 
will Joy over thee with finging, Leph. iii. 17. 

The height of this love may be ſubdivided into 
three heads: Firſt, God's love to Chriſt, and to the 
elect in him: This is plain by his ordaining them to 
glory by him. Secondly, in God's exalting the 
humanity of Chriſt as our head. TIO our exal- 
tation with him and in him. 
Firſt then, God's love to Chriſt—as it is written, 


for thou lovedſt me before the foundation of the world, John 


xvii. 24. And God loved us in Chriſt: and by the 
bond of eternal love made us one with him; and the 
reſult of this love was, giving us eternal glory in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and ordaining us to it by him: As it is 


ſaid, Jin them, and thou in me, that they may be made 


perfeft in one, and that the world may know that thou haſt 
ſent me. and haft loved them as thou haſt loved me, John 

Xvi. 23. And the glory that God gave us in Chriſt 
is transferred to us by him; as it is written, And the 
glory which thou gaveſt me, I have given them ; that they 
may be one, even as we are one, John xvii. 22, 
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: N Secondly, The height of this love may be conſider- 
ed, and clearly ſeen in the Father's exalting Chriſt ſo 


high in our nature, as the glorious repreſentative of 
all his ſeed. God raiſed up from the dead his ſon 
Jeſus Chriſt, without ſuffering him to ſee corruption; 


and then he glorified him ; The God of our Fathers hath 
_ glorified his fon Feſus, Acts iii. 13. He not only 
raiſed him up, and glorified him ; but he hath highly 
exalted him, Phil. ii. 9. Highly exalted him indeed! 
for he is aſcended above all heavens ; yea, far above 
all heavens: For He that deſcended is the ſame alſo 
that aſcended up far above all heavens, that he might fill 
all things, Eph. iv. 13. God ſet him far above all 
Principality and power, might and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in 
that which is to come, Eph. i. 21. 

Thus, my dear hearers, you ſee God the Father's 
love to us in Chriſt, in ſetting him up to be our head 
from everlaſting. 2dly, In preparing him a body 
in time, to be taken into union with his Godhead. 
3dly, In not ſuffering that body to ſee corruption, but 
raifing it from the dead. 4thly, In giving him 
glory, or elorifying him. Sthly, in raiſing him up, 


and exalting him far above all heavens ; 3 and putting - 


all things in ſubjection under his feet, 
But you will fay, Where are the elect all this time? 


1 anſwer, when Chrift died, we were crucified with - 


Vim, Knowing that our old man is crucified with him, 
Om Vi, 6, And when Chriſt was raiſed from the 
5 „ | dead, 
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dead, the elect were raiſed alſo : Thy dead men 2 
live together, with my dead body ſhall they ariſe, Iſai. 
xxvi. 19. Yea, and when Chriſt aſcended, the ele&t 
aſcended ; and when Chriſt took his ſeat far above 
all heavens, the elect took their ſeats in him, and were 
fet down with him; as it is written, But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love (mark his great love, 
this is the bond of eternal union,) wherewith he loved 
s; (mark that, loved us,) even when we ere 
dead in ſims, hath quickened us TOGETHER with Chriſt — 
(mark the union, guickened us TOGETHER With Chrift,) 
by grace ye are ſaved. Now mark the reſurreftion and 
aſcenſion ; and hath raiſedus up TOGETHER ; (mark the 
union again, raiſed us up TOGETHER,) and made us fit 
 TOGETHER—(mark the union again, made us fit ro- 
GETHER) in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. ii. 4, 
5, 6. This is no new doctrine ; for it ſhined ſweetly 
in the old laws, where God commanded the Iſraelites 
to bring the firſt ſheaf of their wheat harveſt to him; 
When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and 
ſhall reap the harveſt thereof, then ye ſhall bring a ſheaf 
of the firſi-fruits of your harveſt unto the prieft, Lev. 
xxili. 10. This inſtitution of the gift of the ſheaf 
of the firſt-fruits, was in order that the harveſt might 
be conſecrated, and alſo to. ſecure the promiſed 
bleſſing of God on the field, Deu. xxviii. 3. Let us now | 
ſee the Holy Ghoſt's meaning in all this; that ſanc- 


tuary into which the ſheaf was carried, was typical ge 


of heaven; z as it 15 written, The Holy Ghoſt this. ſgni- 5 
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| fig: that the way into I hᷣe holieft of all, was not yet made 
manifeſt ; while as the firſt tabernacle was yet ſtanding, | 
which was a figure for the time alen preſent, Hebrews, 
ix. 8, 9. 

As that ſanctuary was a type of heaven, fo the 
firſt ſheaf offered was a type of Chriſt ; and the hat- 
veſt under God's bleſſing was a type of all God's 
elect. Firſt, Chriſt calls himſelf a corn of whear, 
before his death; Aud Feſus anſwered them, ſaying, the 
hour is come that the Son of Man ſhould be glorified. Verily, 
verily, T ſay unto you, except a CORN of WHEAT fall imo 
the ground and die, it abideth alone ; but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit, John xii. 23, 24. Mark 
here, before Chriſt died, he calls himſelf a corn of 
Wheat, that ſhall bring forth much fruit: After his 
reſurrection, by reaſon of our union with him, he is 
called an handful of corn in the earth, upon the top of 
the mountains; the fruits thereof, (mark that, the elect 
are called the fruits thereof) ſhall ſhake like Lebanon; 
and they of the city ſhall flouriſh like graſs of the earth ; 
his name ſhall endure for ever; (mark here, the Hand- 
ful of corn is called a perſon ;) his name ſhall endure for 
ever: And now mark the fruits alſo ; His name ſhall 
be continued as long as the ſun---and MEN---(mark, there 
is the fruit of this handful of corn) and MEN ſhall be 
bleſſed in him; and all nations ſhall call him bleſſed, Pſal. 
IxXxii. 16, 17. We now follow this ſheaf, Chriſt 
Jeſus, up to the heavens, the true tabernacle which the 
Lord OR and not man, Heb. vill. 2. And there 
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we find Chriſt is received as the firſt-fruits ; But now 
is Chriſt riſen from the dead, and become the firſt fruits.— 
(mark that, become the IRST FRUITS) of them that 
ſlept, 1 Cor. xv. 20. There Chriſt, the jirſ? fruits, 
has aſcended far above all heavens. 
But you will ſay, Where are the elect all this time? 
I anſwer, they aſcend in him as in their head ; and 
are perſonally to follow him in their ſpiritual form 
and order; as it is written, But every man in his 0wn 
order; Chriſt the firſt fruits---afterwards they that are 
Chriſt s at his —_— cometh the end, 1 Cor. 
IV. 23, 24. | 
Chriſt having entered as the firſt Kuits, has pro- 
miſed to ſend his angels to reap his harugſt; that is, io 
gather together his elect from the four winds from the one 
end of heaven to the other, Mat. xxili. 31. All theſe 


_ . elect perſons are called ſheaves, and when bound in the 


Bundle of life, ſhall be all gathered into the ſame 
SANCTUM SANCTORUM, as Chriſt Jeſus the firſt fruits 
was.——As it is written, Now alſo many nations 
are gathered againſt thee that Jay, let her be defiled and let 
our eye look upon Zion: But they know not the thoughts of 
the Lord, neither underſtand they his counſel, for he ſhall 
gather them as the 89g avs into.the floor, Mich. iv. 11, 
12. Thus He ſhall gather his wheat into his garner, 
but he ſhall burn up the chaff with fire unguenchable. 
I now proceed to the third branch of this general 
head of diſcourſe, viz. the height of this love in 
| =. Ms 
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the perſonal exalation we the elect at the e re- 
ſurrection. 


God promiſed to Chriſt he ane! of the Spirit in 


the eternal counſel :—and promiſed likewiſe that the 
ſame Spirit ſhould never depart from him, nor from 


bis ſeed. This bleſſed Spirit is called the promiſe of 


the Father to Chriſt ; and Chriſt ſends that Spirit up- 
on all the elect in the appointed time: eus being 


exalted, and having received of the Father the promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee 


and hear, Acts ii. 33. The Holy Spirit is to make 
the elect know their privileges, by leading them into all 
truth—He ſearches the deep things of God, and 


makes them known to the choſen ; he waſhes, ſanctiſies, 


and cleanſes them; he reſides in them as the earneſt of 
their future inheritance ; and he ſeals them up to the day 
of eternal redemption, He ſheds abroad God's love in their 
| hearts—and ſhall at laſt quicken and raiſe up our mortal 
bodies ; as it is written But if the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Feſus from the dead dwell in you, be that raiſed 
up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bo- 
dies by his Spirit that develleth in you, Rom. viii. 11,— 
Let it be obſerved, brethren, that the Holy Ghoſt 
which is given to us, is the earneſt of our future in- 
heritance, and is coupled together with glory, where- 


ever he takes up his reſidence ; as it is written, F 


ye be reproached for the name of Chrifl, happy are ye ; for 
the Spirit of glory and of God reſteth upon you, 1 Pet. iv. 
14. Here then you ſee the Spirit of glory and of 
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God reſts upon the elet—The ſame Spirit is to 
guicken our mortal bodies; yea, our wile bodies are to 
be changed, and faſhioned like unto the glorious body of 
 _ Chriſt : Thus they are to bear the image of the heavenly 
Adam; and to mount up and meet the Lord in the air; 
and then to fit down on the judgment ſeat with our 
* dearly beloved head, as his myſtical body ; that all 
our perſecuting enemies, both men and devils, may 
be judged by the elect of God; as it is written, 
Do ye not know that the ſaints ſhall judge the world? And 
if the world ſhall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to 
judge the ſmalleſt matters ? know ye not thot eve ſhall judge 
angels, how much more things that pertain to this life? 
1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. Thus the elec are to appear on the 
1 | judgment feat with Chriſt their head; who comes to | 
| . avenge his and their wrongs ; as ſpeaketh the 
3 Holy Ghoſt, Let the famts be joyful in glory; let them 
ti © fing aloud upon their beds; let the high praiſes of Godbe in 
their mouth, and a two-edged ſword in their hand, to exe- 
cute vengeance upon the heathen, and puniſhments upon the 
F people; to bind their kings with chains and their nobles 
; | with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judoment 
128 zoritten : this honour have all his faints ; 3 praife ye the Lord, 
aim erl. 5, 6, 7, 8 
The judgment being dite, and the doom of the 
wicked for ever fixed, the elect ſhall ſee a new hea- 
ven and a new earth ;- the firſt heaven and the firft 
earth ſhall paſs away in a flame of fire, prefigured 


by the deſtruction of Sodom, and the adjacent ci- 
ties: 
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ties: The elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, and the | 
wicked be chaſed away with it; whilſt the judge 
Shall render his vengeance with fury and his rebukes with 

aner of fire : The heavens being di ZJolued, and the elements 
melted, as Peter ſays, 2 Peter iii. 12. then ſhall the 
new heaven and the new earth appear; which accordi ng to 
his promiſe we look for, wherein ſhall dwell righteouſneſs, 
2 Peter iti. 13. Then ſhall the King ſay to them on his 
right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. © 

And now comes the ultimate end of all our blefled- 

neſs; every enemy will be deſtroyed :—The Saviour's | 
regal ſceptre which was ſwayed over the militant church, 
will be laid by; and the triune Jenovan or ELo- 
HIM, will be ALL IN ALL, 1 Cor. xv. 28. Then 
my brethren, we ſhall underſtand ſomething of the £ 
height of this love mentioned in my text. 

_ Having endeavoured to wade through the length, 
breadth, depth, and height of this love, I ſhall juſt 
mention ſome ſpecies of dimenfions, which weak 
believers are apt to think contrary to what I have laid 
down; and which they are ready to imagine will, 

| ſome time or other, ſeparate them from this love of 

God ; and then paſs on to the application. ; 
Paul the apoſtle ſeems to defy the King of Terrors, 

I mean Death, to cauſe a ſeparation ; and he defies 
life alſo, whether proſperous or adverſe ; and angels, 
whether good or bad ; emperors, kings, and princes ; 
zudges, magiſtrates. preſent troubles, and future 
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zudgments; the higheſt pitch of joy or proſperity 
and the deepeſt abyſſes of horrors, troubles, tribula- 
tion, or poverty; to bring about a ſeparation between 
God and ele&t; or break the bond of his love, 


which is the bond of eternal union; as it is written, 


For I am perſuaded, that neither death nor life, nor 


angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, nor heighth nor depth, nor any other 


creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
I come now to the application; for I reckon that 
your patience is almoſt worn out: but, bleſſed be 
God, we do not work by the day. 
What know you of this love? Is 1T ſhed abroad in 
your hearts by the Holy Ghoſt ? Do you know experi- 
mentally the pardon of your fins —Chriſt ſaid, that 
Mary Magdalen's fins were many ; and that they were 


_ forgiven her, and ſhe loved much ;—and where little is 


forgiven, the ſame will love little. Thus you ſee, that 
love always attends a pardoned ſoul. And if you 
ſay, “ love the Lord,” and feel a moſt cordial af- 
fection for him, for his people, his word, and his 
worſhip, remember, thy love 1s nothing but a re- 
flection from his love to thee; as it is written, Ve 


ode him, becauſe he firſt loved us. But perhaps ſome 
of you may ſay, © You are too high, we cannot 


come up to that experience. — Stay where you are, 
and I will come nigher to you. Do you find a diſ- 
intereſted love to them that ſavour moſt of Chriſt 
Jeſus in the world?“ W's 8 15 you, © is the -- 

| word 
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word difinterefled put in; what do you mean by that? 
| —[ mean that a hypocrite may love a godly man for 
what he can get from him, and not for Chriſt's ſake 
Aas Pharaoh loved Joſeph, for unfolding his dreams, and 
ſaving his country from periſhing—and as the king 
of Babylon loved Daniel and as Potiphar's wife loved 
Foſeph, with the carnal and damnable love of a 
whore. I aſk, therefore, if ye love the children of 
God becauſe their knowledge, their life, and conver- 
ſation in holineſs, appear amiable in your fight ? 
Perhaps you ſay, No; I love all people alike, 
whether they fear God or hate him; whether they 
are orthodox or heterodox.“ If ſo, your love has 
not got holineſs for its object; it bears no other 
ſtamp than merely the impreſſion of the old man. 
Let me ſhow you the word of the Lord on this point. 
Who ſhall abide in thy tabernacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy 
holy hill? Hz in whoſe eyes a vile perſon is contemned; 
(mark that) but he honoureth them that fear the Lord, 
Pfal. xv. 1, 4. But ſome will ſay, © I bleſs God I- 
can ſtand the trial of that pure diſintereſted love which 
you deſcribe.” Very well; ſo far, fo good. We 
know that we have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
awe love the brethren, 1 John iii. 14. : 
But again, my friends, do you feel fin a plague and 
a a burden to you? Is this thy greateſt grief; even the 
unholy motions that are felt from the living corrup- 
tions of thy heart, becauſe thou canſt not ſubdue 
thay nor keep thy thoughts and mind pure, and 
| ſtayed 
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ſtayed on the Lord, 25 thou art exhorted to do > Do 
you fay © Yes” to this; © I hate the former, and J 
love the latter ?” What ſaith the Pſalmiſt? I hate 
wain thoughts ; but thy late do I love, Pal. cxix. 113.3 
and again, 7 that love the Lord, hate evil, Pal, Ixvii. 10. 
Again, brethren, do you find a hatred to erroneous 
| doctrines, which are ſo diſhonourable to God, and de- 
ſtructive to men? I mean ſuch as Arminianiſm, Deiſm, 
Antimomianiſm, together with all other dofrines of de- 
vils? And are your wills brought into ſubjection to 
the will of God, ſo as to conſent to wholeſome doctrines, 
even the words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 2 If you ſay, 
Yes, and conſcience ſays the ſame, hear-ye the word 
of the Lord; Through thy precepts ] get underſtanding, 
therefore I hate every falſe way, Pſal. cxix. 104. 
But again; ſome will ſay, © I bleſs God, I can 
fay I love him; for I have been as poor as ever 
Job was, but his providence has bleſſed the work of my 
hands, fo that I have abundance laid up in ſtore for 
my uſe, while I can ſee many poor ſouls deſtitute of 
both houſe and home; yea, and even ſome of God's 
people too, who have hardly food to eat, or raiment 


to put on; therefore God's love has appeared diſcri- 


minating to me.” Stop, don't you run away; I will 
come a little cloſer to you. Your love ſeems to be 
more fixed on the providence of God as to the body, 
than in the diſcriminatihg grace of God in Chriſt re- 
vealed to the ſoul; and has a little of the tincture of 
thoſe who followed Chriſt over the ſea of Tiberius 
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for the loaves and fiſhes, and were ſent back with an 


empty belly and a killing reproof. Suppoſe God 


ſhould deſtroy all your ſubſtance, as he did the ſub- 
ſtance of Job; how then would you ſtand affected to 


God? But farther ; if you was to take your wealth, 


family, friends, neighbours, with every benefactor, 
and lay them in one end of the balance, and Chiiſt 


alone in the other, which, thinkeſt thou, would gain 
the draught in the balance of thy affections ? Nays 


do not ſtart back at this queſtion. I ſay, which 


would then gain the draught ?—Upon a proper exa- 
minarion, canſt thou ſay with David; }/hom have I 
in heaven but thee ; and there is none upon earth that I 
defire beſide thee © Pſalm Ixxili. 25. If Chriſt was to 
put the queſtion to you as he did to Peter, when he 
ſaid, Simon loveſt thou me; couldſt thou anſwer in the 
affirmative, Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt I 
love thee 2 John xx1. 17. | 

But again---Another may ſay, « T cannot un that I 
love Chriſt; I wiſh I could; but this I do find, that all 
the things of this world will not ſatisfy the boundleſs 
defires of my ſoul: there is a ſecret anxiety in my 
mind which cannot be ſatisfied by all created ot 


ſublunary enjoyments. Theſe are all broken ciſterns 


that can hold no water, Jer. ii. 13. They diſappoint 


rather than ſatisfy me; and encreaſe my thirſt rather 


than ſupply my wants ; therefore I know that my 
thoughts are hovering about a more ſatisfactory ſub- 
ſtance.“ Is this thy caſe ? Then commit thy works unto 


the 
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the Lord (in humble confeſſion and prayer) and thy 
thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſued, Prov. xvi. 3. But perhaps 
you proceed, and ſay, I have heard ſo much from 
the pulpit about the amiableneſs the ſuitableneſs— 
the ſufficiency the fulneſs—and the love of Chriſt 
to poor ſinners; that if I thought I ſhould have no 
Part or lot in him, I ſhould view myſelf of all mortals 
the moſt miſerable.” Thou haſt got love, but it 
lyes in the aſhes—covered over with darkneſs, doubts, 
fears, and unbelief; —be patient, be diligent—and 
hope for a ſaving manifeſtation of pardoning love ; 
for truth hath ſaid, Thou ſhalt not be di Jappointed of thy 
hope. The diſciples going to Emmaus were in thy 


' - caſe; but when Jeſus drew near and walked with 


them—he blew away their aſhes, and re-kindled 
the expiring flame: Did not our hearts burn within us, 
when he communed with ns by the way © Luke xxiv. 32. 
But again, ſome will ſay, ©] My defires are fo intenſe. 
after Jeſus, . ſpringing from a deep ſenſe of need, 
and from ſome glimmerings of his excellent worth, 


that I cannot reſt till I am perſuaded of my foul's 


intereſt in his eternal love.” Yours is love in the 
ſmoak-- and don't fear, it ill not go out; for God ſays, 
he will not break the bruifed reed. Tho! its melan- 
cholly jarring ſound is not fo muſical as the voice of 
doves tabring upon their breaſts, Nahum ii. 7. I ſay, 
God declares, that he will not break the bruiſed reed, 
nor quench the fmoking flax, till he has brought oy Judge: 
ment unto truth, Haiah x11, 3. | | 
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But, ſay you, &« long to enjoy a ſenſe of his 


atonement in my conſcience, and to find an heart- felt 
union with him, and a joyful love to him; to ſay as 
the ſpouſe does; my beloved is mine, and J am his; or 

with Peter, whom having not ſeen ye love; in whom tha® 
now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory, x Peter, i. 8,” This joy that 


you have mentioned, is love in the flame--be thankful 


for the former, but aim at the latter, hat ye may 
know the love of 1 85 which Pale knowledge, Eph. 
iii. 18, 

Let me ſhew you one great reaſon why you are 
kept in perpetual ſuſpenſe, and toſſed about with 
unbelief, doubts, and laviſh fears. Deal faithfully 
with your own conſciences, and try yourſelves by 
what Iam going to advance :---Your troubles ſpring 
from wrong conceptions of God, the fountain of all 
happineſs. Don't you view God as arrayed in terrible 


majeſty, with indignation againſt you as a inner? dont 


you conceive him to be an ixexorable judge; compar- 
able to a devouring flame, or conſuming fire ? are you 
not afraid day after day, that he will cut you down 
as a cumberer of the ground, and bring you to judgement, 


and at the laſt day expoſe you before angels and | 
ſaints as a polluted finner ; with all your ſecret and 


unclean fins diſcloſed to all the hoſt of heaven? If you 
ſay, © Yea, theſe are my thoughts and my conceptions 


es} you have hat the "- nail upon the head: and 


pray 
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pray how do you find all this out?. Do you leave 


that to God, and view God ſpeaking to you by me? 


You ſay that what I have ſaid are your conceptions, . 
and therefore you are filled with a flaviſh fear of 


God; and this. fear is attended with 7ormenting 
cogitations; and the workings of your mind are what 


Job calls gs. am full of toffings to and fro. 


If I have mentioned your conceptions aright, let 


me tell you, that you view God in his fiery law; and 


he is that judge, that terrible ſovereign, and that con- 
fuming fire, which I have mentioned, as conſidered in 
his violated law, and out of Chriſt, And while you 
ooneeive thus of God, you will be tormented ; as it is 
written, Pecarſe fear hath torment '; he that feareth, is not 


made perfect in love, 1 John iv. 18. 


If what I have mentioned be agreeable to your ex- 
periences, you err in your conceptions; I ſay, as an 
awakened and quickened ſinner, you err in your concep- 


tions; and that holds you down a captive to flaviſh 
fear and unbelief, Let us look a little at the back 


parts of God, Exod. xxxiii, 23. ſeeing e canno! ſee 
his face and live, Exod. xxxiii. 20. I fay, let us 


view his back parts as Moſes did. And we will ſup- 


poſe ourſelves in the rock CRHaISsT, as Moſes was in 
the cleft of a rock at Horeb, when God ſhowed him 
his back parts; which rock certainly was a type of 
Chriſt ; and we will endeavour for a while to give 
credit to what God ſays in his word ; as it is written, 


In that day the Lord with his far e and great and ſtrong. 


ſword 
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ſword | Jhall puniſh leviathan, the piercing ſerpent, even 
æviathian that crooked ſerpent---and he ſhall flay the dragon 
that is in the ſea, Now, we will ſuppoſe that this 
prophecy means, deſtroying the works of the devil in 
the ele&, by Chriſt Jeſus, which it certainly does. 
In that day ſing ye unto her, a vineyard of red wine ; I 
ite Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment; lefl 
any Burt it, I will keep it night and day—puRY 1s NOT 
IN ME, mark that, fury is not in me, Iſaiah xxvii. 1, 
2, 3, 4 But we will ſtill proceed to view the back 
parts of God—while we are in the cleft of the rock 
CaxristT—and let us hear what God ſays to us in this 
fituation. Aud the Lord paſſed by before him, and pro- 
claimed the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth==-keeping 
mercy for thouſands ; forgiving iniquity, and tran/greſſion, 
and fin——and that will by no means clear the guilty, 
WTHOUT A SURETY ; who is Chriſt, the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs, Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. Now, what do 
" you think of the back parts of Gd? Why, ſay you, 
bleſſed be his holy name, he is better to follow than to 


meet.“ Why then, be ye followers of God as dear children, 


Eph. v. 1. And you ſhall not ſee penuel, the face of 
God, till the corrupted veil of mortality ſhall 'be 
ſwallowed up, and then thou wilt not want to ſhun 
that tranſporting ſight.” Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 
for they foal fee God, Mat. v. 8. 
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| Apain, brethren—If you view God in Chrift recon- 
ciling the world unto himſelf 3 not imputing your treſpaſſes 
unto yon; but ſending bis Son to bleſs you, by turning 
every one of you from your evil ways 3 and that the fame 
of God's wrath is quenched in the Saviour's blood; 
his ſword of juſtice ſheathed in the body and ſoul of a 
dear Redeemer; and the law diſarmed of its dread- 
ful curſe ;---death diſarmed of his fing; the devil 
himſelf dethroned and caf? down ; death ' plagued, the 
grave deflroyed ; the gates of hell barred againſt' every 
believer, and the doors of heaven diſplayed to all 
that aft, ſeek, and knock ;—ſurely theſe things are 
ſufficient to ſupport a hoping ſoul ; eſpecially if we 
conſider that our reconciled God 1s now our moſt pro- 
pitious father---yea, the father of all mercies, and the God 
of all comfort: our huſhand, alſo our friend; a preſent 
help; our flrong hold; our unchangeable lover; our 
God, guide, and guard: yea, our rich provider, the 
flrength of our heart, our juſtifier, our Saviour, the 
ſhield of our help, and our portion for ever. Well, what 
doſt thou now think of the ever-blefſed God? 
6 Bleffed be his name! ſay you, he ſeems altogether 
ſweet and lovely, as thoſe ſcriptures repreſent him 
which you have quoted.“ The word of God bears me 
out in all that I have ſaid. And he is that bleſſed 
one to thee, if you view him reconciled in Chriſt ; 
and come to him by Chriſt, View him as I have 
repreſented him from his own word, and thou wilt 
3 | : fink 
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find him the perfection of beauty, and the beſt of 
friends; and this will diſarm your ſouls of that 
flaviſh fear and torment : and ſweetly ſoften, diſſolve, 
and attract your affeFions to love him as the greateſt 
of names, and a fountain of infinite happineſs. 

But ſome may ſay, What is all this long har- 
rangue, and ſtrict ſcrutiny about love for ?” Becauſe 
the apoſtle ſaid, Now avideth faith, hope, charity, 
theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe is charity or love, and 
this charity (or love) never faileth. Beſide, if all thy 
religion ſprings entirely from the fear of hell; with- 
out any hatred to fin, thirſt for holineſs, love to God, 
or defire after his favour ; all your religion is eye 
ſervice :—It is with you according to the Kentiſh 
proverb, ns longer pipe no longer dance.” I mean, you 

move on in your religion no longer than while con- 
ſcience ſpurs you, vengeance drives you, or carnal gains, 
or human applauſe allure you. You are an eye ſer- 
vant, you cannot work but while the whip is upon your 
back. The very moment that your maſter Moſes 
lays by the laſh of ſcorpions, you are gone to the ale- 
houſe, card-table, ball room, rout, play-houfe, entertain- 
ment, or ſome idle amuſement or other. And as ſoon 
as Moſes comes in, then you ſet off to the ſanctuary 

again---to offer God a filly dove without a heart, Hoſea 
vii. 11. or elſe to mock him with a dry form of 
prayer ;---and every time you perform that taſk, you 


offer thirty lies to God; and then you wipe your mouth 
Y like 
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like the whore in the proverbs, and ſay, This day have 
T paid my vous; but if you live and die in that ſtate, 
God will requite you with the greater damnation. 

Let me now appeal to your confcience in the fight 
of God :—If you hear a preacher who enforces the 
Spirit's work on the ſoul, that preaches down human 
merit, will, and power, and inſiſts on the application 
of truth, the love of the ruth, the experience of truth, 

the enjoyment of the truth, the practice of the truth, or 
a walk in the truth; — who treats much of the life of 
faith, the joy of hope, the liberty of the Spirit, the en- 
Joyment of love, an heart-felt union with Chriſt, peace of 
conſcience, and a tender regard for the honour of God ; 
don't you deſpiſe and rail againſt ſuch preachers and 
preachings ?—If Conſcience is to be umpire or arbitra- 
tor, will ſhe not ſay yes? As the Lord God of Hofts 
tiveth, before whom I fland, if you live and die a 
ſtranger to all that I have ſaid upon theſe points, you 
cannot eſcape the damnation of hell, Mar. xxii. 33. 

But, again, I will come with another appeal to 
Conſcience. Are you not fond of hearing a thunder- 
ing law preacher, who deals chiefly in the ven- 
geance of Heaven, and fetches all his artillery from 
the fiery law of God? And don't you find that diſ- 

courſe is moſt deſcriptive of your legal feelings, that 
ſavours moſt of death, judgment, deſtruction, dam- _ 

nation, and the very flames of hell? “ Yes, ſay you, 

while this ſtorm is going over my head, I am all re- 

| nien; 
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ligion ; and while it is preaching, I think in my 
own mind—Oh ! how will I watch, and work, and 
pray, and perform my taſk, &c. when I get home 
again. Ay; but before you get your feet over the 
threſhold of your own door, the ſound of the thun- 
der is gone out of your ears, and all your blind zeal 
that was awakened, and the working frame that was 
communicated ta your ſpirit is all gone, and you are 
immediately taken captive by the Devil, and ied in- 
to ſome beſetting fin ; and by that ſecret fin, you are 
held a priſoner, all the year round—this you know is 
truth: let Conſcience do her office. I cannot de- 
ny, ſay you, but this is the caſe; and how you 
find it out I know not.” No, nor are you like to 
know: But this I tell you In the church of God 
there are both ſervants and ſons: the ſervant, (ſays the 


Saviour) /hall not abide in the houſe for ever, but the Sow 


abideth ever; and if the Son make you free, then are vou 
free indeed. If you are a ſervant, you will ſtick 
to the rod of Moſes, till your ſpirit and conſcience 
will be hardened like a blackſmith's anvil : But if thou 
art a Son of God by faith in Chriſt Feſus ; the undeſerved 
love of the Father; and the dying love of the dear 
| Redeemer, when preached, applied, and enjoyed, 
will make thy ſoul like melting wax before the flame, 
until thy ſoftened ſpirit will become ſuſceptible of 
every divine 7mpreſſion, and thy tender conſcience 
will ſec] the leaſt fin heavy indeed—every juſt re- 
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proof will be then an excellent oil ; yea, one reproof 
from the lips of the gracious, will enter deeper into 
thy heart, as a wiſe child, than an hundred firipes into 

a fool, Prov. xvii. 10,—God own and bleſs the few 


hints that I have dropt amonꝑ you, to his own ho- 
nour, and your eternal comfort. — I add no more. 


Fins 


9 N064 


—— 


In the Px Ess, and ſpeedily will be evBLIsRED, 
A FEW LETTERS, 


ENTITLEMA © 


Tue EPISTLES or FAITH. 


